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Top Five on the Iran Deal: 
Why the Iran Deal Won’t Prevent War

Iran is the world’s #1 state sponsor of terrorism. 
Americans agree it should not have a nuclear weap-

on. President Obama’s Iran deal does not prevent 
Iran from doing so—and, in fact, the deal makes 
the prospects for war more likely. If approved, 
the Obama Administration’s controversial Iran deal 
would dismantle the sanctions that forced tehran to 
the negotiating table.

Top Five: What Happens if the U.S. Decides  
to Unravel Sanctions and Approve the Deal?

1. This Deal Leaves Iran’s Nuclear Infrastruc-
ture Largely Intact and Allows Iran Access to 
Advanced Technologies to Build a Nuclear Weap-
on. Iran will have access to modern computers that 
can advance its nuclear-weapon science. Iran can 
retain uranium enrichment capabilities it has lied 
about for years, which means it can quickly expand its 
enrichment activities when restrictions on the num-
ber of centrifuges expire or Iran quits the deal. Mean-
while, Iran continues to develop ballistic missiles.

2. This Deal Releases Billions of Dollars to the 
#1 State Sponsor of Terrorism. tehran will benefit 
by the release of about $150 billion of its money that 
has been frozen in overseas accounts (about a third of 
its gDP). In the years ahead, the Iranian economy will 
be boosted by tens of billions of dollars more through 
a surge of oil revenues as oil sanctions are lifted. Much 
of this money will go to fund terrorist activities in the 
region. Iran will undoubtedly contribute to increas-
ing instability in the Middle East.

3. Others Have Cause to Mistrust Iran. Verifi-
cation and compliance issues are a symptom of glob-
al mistrust of Iran’s intentions with respect to its 
nuclear program. Even if these issues are resolved, 

Iran can delay inspections and will even take its 
own environmental samples. Iran has a history of 
cheating, lying, and reneging on nuclear agreements. 
Even feigning compliance, however, Iran can con-
tinue work critical to its nuclear weapons program.

4. This Deal Accelerates an Arms Race in the 
Most Dangerous and Volatile Region in the World. 
Arab states and turkey are likely to demand the same 
nuclear enrichment capabilities as a prudent counter-
weight to Iran’s expanding nuclear capabilities. the 
end result could be accelerated nuclear technologies 
proliferation. Lifting restrictions on arms sales will 
boost Iran’s conventional capabilities, further con-
tributing to instability in an already volatile region. 
Just proposing the deal has already contributed to a 
conventional arms race in the region.1

5. This Deal Lifts Sanctions on Iranians 
Responsible for American Deaths. Iran has a 
long history of supporting violence and terrorism 
within the Middle East, as well as around the world. 
some of the worst bad actors de-sanctioned by the 
deal include:

 n Qasem soleimani, a high-ranking general in the 
Iranian Islamic Revolutionary guard Corps;

 n Mostafa Mohammad Najjar, who trained and 
commanded Hezbollah fighters in Lebanon at the 
time of the Beirut barracks bombing. this attack 
claimed the lives of 241 u.s. Marines, sailors, and 
soldiers; and

 n Hossein salami, the current second-in-command 
of the Iranian Islamic Revolutionary guard 
Corps. salami recently claimed Iran would wel-
come war with America.2
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A Different Path Forward to Control  
the #1 State Sponsor of Terrorism

Not participating in the Iran deal would be ben-
eficial for u.s. national interests. sanctions slowed 
down Iran’s nuclear program in the past, and would 
continue to do so. the Administration should not be 
lifting them. the President should work to convince 
others to maintain them, rather than convincing 
Americans to accept his flawed deal. the Adminis-
tration can:

Impose Unilateral Economic Sanctions. By 
refusing to lift its economic sanctions, the u.s. could 
prevent tehran from financing its military buildup, 
terrorist network, or nuclear program with hun-
dreds of billions of dollars of sanctions relief. the 
continuation of sanctions would be an important 
factor in constraining Iran’s ability to advance its 
nuclear program or threaten the u.s. and its allies.

Restore U.S. Credibility in the Middle East. 
the u.s. must rebuild its key relationships in the 
Middle East. the end result would be less pressure 
for a cascade of nuclear proliferation, particularly if 
the next u.s. Administration signals its willingness 
to expand security cooperation, enhance missile 
defenses, and work closely with Middle East partners.

Keep All Options on the Table. the u.s. should 
ensure that Iran is permanently deterred from 
building a nuclear weapon by the enduring threat of 
u.s. military force. this deterrent would be greater 
if Congress followed up on its rejection of the Vienna 
Agreement with a resolution expressing support for 
preventive military action should tehran continue 
on its path to nuclear weapons.3
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